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mythology* And In addition there is the symbolic
significance of the two creatures. The jaguar, being
a night-prowler,, Is a symbol of secrecy, while the ser-
pent Is the symbol of wisdom and cunning. Some-
what similarly, to prevent evil spirits from taking
possession of various articles, the Guaymis invariably
break or change the design, color or pattern on every-
thing they make. Sometimes this "devil-trap" is very
obvious; but more often it Is so cleverly concealed
that it is difficult to-discover. It may be merely a
slight interruption in a line, an abrupt change of
color, an extra figure, an alteration in the weave, or
any one of Innumerable methods of preventing a pat-
tern or weave from being perfectly symmetrical.
Devil-fetishes, in the forms of small images, oddly
shaped or colored pebbles or other objects are always
carried by  the   Indians,   while  devil-sticks  are  al-
ways present before the houses or somewhere about
the settlements.   These consist of slender sticks split
at one end and with a short stick placed in the slit,
thus forming a sort of rude cross.    There Is no con-
nection, however, between these and the Christian
sross, the Idea of the  crossed  devil-stick being to
confuse or frighten evil beings.   Whether or not the
Sruaymfs ever indulge in human sacrifices or in ean-
libalism, I cannot say; but the neighboring Indians
nsist that they do, and they certainly hold symbolic
sacrifices, using figurines of human beings and ani-
nals as offerings to their gods,
As might be expected, most of the ancient Aztec
customs and observances have been lost or forgotten
luring the centuries that the tribe has been isolated.
3uring all that time there have been the influences of